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BETHMANN AND MOLTKE
mittal on one of the essential points. Berchtold was
to repeat the declaration concerning Austria's territcfc
disinterestedness, but "so far as the further declaration
with reference to military measures is concerned, Count
Berchtold says that he is not in a position to give me a
reply at once. In spite of my representations as to the
urgency of the matter, I have up to this evening received
no further communication."56
Accordingly, in his summary of the situation to the
Prussian Ministry of State about noon, Bethmann gave an
account of his efforts to bring about an understanding be-
tween Vienna and St. Petersburg, seconded by Grey's pro-
posal of mediation based on the Austrian occupation of
Belgrade, but had to admit that the result of his efforts was
still uncertain. The Kaiser had consented, however, that
no decisive steps toward mobilization should be taken until
the move at Vienna had been brought to a conclusion. Nor
would he himself give up his hope and efforts to maintain
peace, as long as it had not been repelled.57
Late in the afternoon he learned that Berchtold rejected
the Italian suggestion that Serbia might at last be willing
to accept Points 5 and 6 of the ultimatum; such an accep-
tance might have sufficed, if Serbia had manifested her will-
ingness earlier; but "now, since a state of war had super-
vened, Austria's conditions would naturally be different."
Berchtold had, however, instructed Szapary to begin con-
versations with Sazonov at St. Petersburg on Austro-
Russian (but not Austro-Serbian) relations. He himself
would explain to the Russian Ambassador in Vienna that
Austria had no idea of making any territorial acquisitions
in Serbia, and that, after the conclusion of peace, the occu-
pation of Serbian territory would be merely temporary to
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